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Uvn Tpsses: 26 planes (8 Me 109, 9 ¥W 190, 4 Me 110 and 5
Me 410)

Personnel: 4 dead, 19 missing, 5 wounded.

Uthier Enemy Zctlvity om I0 Octobsr I953:

At 1200 hours approach flight of two Mosquitoes via Ringkoebing and
Bornholm into the central Baltic Sea area. Continuation
of this flight could not be plotted. The return flight
commenced from the Stolpmuende area at 1430 hours, It was
. suspected thet the reconnalssance misslon of these craft was
to determine the reid effect on aircraft industrial targets
in Eest Germeny. The commitment of a fighter from Schwerin
failed to achieve success,
At 1430 hours many air tergets (Fighters ?) appeared 120 km northwest
of the Island Texel and drove into the Sea are&?gbout 100 lm
north of Terschelling, from where they begen the return flight

at 1539 hours.

During the time between 1420 hours &nd 1520 hours 10 Typhoons
flying et altitudes between 5,000 m and 8,000 m thrust into the

Hertogenbusch erea via the Island Goeree.
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Determined Bomb Quentities: 1,200 High Explosive Bombs
1,500 Liquid Incendiary Bombs

Material Damage: 100 Buildings Destroyed
150 Buildings Heavily Demaged
Personnel Losses: 180 Dead
220 Wounded
10,000 Eomeless

Ballbearing production temporarily halted.
Heavy demege within the city limits end at the Meln

. Reilroed station,
LU

Commitment of the 1. Fighter Corps.

Cemalttel were:

411 daytime fighter units end all nightfighters adaptable to
daytime operation of the lst, 24, 3d, 4th, and 5th Fighter Divisions,
Cloudless weather facilitated the commitment of friendly Iorces.

Since the enemy fighters returned early, the bombers came under un-
interrupted attack Irom German fighters and Twln-englned Fighters in
.- the Frankfurt/Main - Schweinfurt - Metz eree. The units of the Germen

Air Denfense gained & great defensive success on 14 COctober 1943.

Total Commitment: 3567 planes

Faemy Losses: sShot Down
Definite Frobable
1st Fighter Division 24, Fortresses & 16 Fortresses
. . 5 Thunderbolts

_
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12.) Z#ITted Tiphter Asssults Ta the Duteh Coestel Resten

en I5 ent I6 Oeteber 1543

(See sketch German Air Defense

appendix 20)

Enemy Uonrnitoent:
Tn I5 Uctober 1943
A%t 1440 hours epproximately 100 km west of the Scheldt estuary

60 to 100 enemy fighters appeared flying in 3 to L units. Of these
20 - 30 fighters thrust into the Rotterdsam srea and
L0 - 60 fighters thrust into the Gent - Antwerp area.
The return flights were conducted via the Scheldt estuary and
were concluded at 1545 hours, ‘
Operating altitudes were: 5,000 m to 8,000 m,
Recognized alrcraft types: Mitchell, Ligh;ning, Spitfire, and
Tﬁunderbolt.

On 16 October I9L3

Three enemy flghter units with a total of about 200 plenes
appeared beginning at 1510 hours 140 km west of Hoek ven Holland.

Thrusts were made as follows:
l1st unit into the Rotterdam area
2d unit into the Bocholt - Deventer area

3d unit into the ares south of Hoek van Holland

Tlying a westerly course they headed out to sea with the lest elements

leaving at 1637 hours.
Opereting eltitudes: 5,000 m to 10,300 m,
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Commitments ol the I. Fighter Torps:
The Headnuarters of I. Fightser Corps suspected that bomber units

would follow the enemy fighters or that the enemy fighters intended to
carry out low-level attacks on ocaipied alrfields within German terri-
tory. Therefore on both days daytime fighter units were committed.

Bince the enemy units turned back at an early moment and falled to indicats
any attack intentions the commitggﬁauiits could be glven orders to land

in due time.

Commritted were:

on 15 Oeteber iS43: 20 Fishter Divisfen with

._ 51 fighters and

L2 twin-englned flghters from the airfields:

. Husum, Marxz, Oldenburg, Helgoland, Wunstorf,

Lippspringe, &and Hesepe.
st Frenter Dixlsics with

77 fighters from the airfields: Schiphol, Deelen,
Boenningherdt, Elde, and Rheine,
Tetel Cemmitmeant: 170 plenes

.ﬁn I6 Uctober I943: 2d Fighter Division with

70 Fighters from the airfields: Husum, Marx,
Oldenburg, and Helgoland. :

Enemy Tosses: Were not determined.

Owr Tesses: None

Weather: ©On 15 Uctober: Clear

on 16 Oetever: 2/10 to 3/10 overcast at 1,500 m.
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13.) Zmericen Iarge-scale Fenetratlon into Belgium and Tuxsmburg
on I8 Oeteber 1943
(See sketch German Air Defense
appendix 21)

Eneny CUommitment:

German radio reconneissance indiceted the assembly of Americean
Attack units in the Norwich area beginning at 1143 hours. At 1250
hours 60 to 100 Liberators took off from the Britlsh Isles for the
assault flight without fighter protection and navigating a northeasterly
course. They penetrated to sbout 150 km northwest of Islend Borkum.
Here they turned to & southwesterly course as elements flew over the
Islends Vlieland and Texel, The unit turned and with a wesferly
course headed back to Great Britein. The lest positlon report was at

1443 hours &s 100 km west of Texel. It could not be clarified
whether the Liberetor formetion was conducting & diversionary menneuver
in the lorthsea erea or whether it was called back to ita bases due

to the advent of unfavobable weather.

At 1342 the points of strong American bomber units (300 - 400
Boeing-Fortresses) were plotted 40 km west of Boulogne and orossed
the Channel coast between Boulogne and the mouth of the Soome flying

an easterly course. At 1455 the attack formatioms circled in the
area over St. Vith, Luxembourg. Here the situation could not be
clearly perceived since the enemy operated above the clouds) The
bomber units departed vie the Scheldt estuary. Heedquarters of I.
Fighter Corps had the impression that the attack flight did not go
according to the plens of the American commend or that it was called

off due to weather conditions. No bomb drops were reported.
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14.) Zmeriess Terse-sesle Tenetratlien of the Treakfurt/isia Zres

on_20-0dtober I9L3

(See sketch German Air Defense

appendix 22)

Enemy Commitment

The assembly of American bomber units over British air bases was
recognized at 1130 hours, German rader equipment registered the first
departing flights of bombers from northwest and northeast of Londoh
beginning at 1211 hours, Among the formations were also some American
training flights, Not until 1316 hour however were 100 to 200 Fortresses
reported in the Lille area heading southeastward. The same report ImiimExiy

. indicated the enemy fighters were returning to home bases from the area
around Lille, The air Situation remeined unclear due to the poorly
organized enemy appreach flight. Some of the enemy bomber formetions
continued with fighter escort into the area west of Frankfurt/Main, and
then headed northward into the Cologne area. Thelr return flight was
picked up over the Scheldt estuary at 1500 hours. DBohbs were dropped on
Trolsdorf, presumably rsleased through openings between clouds,

Tarthstsere Uetermlaed were:

The reconnsisseance flight of 2 plenes (presumebly weather ships)
during the period from 0840 hours to 0925 hours. Approach via Etaples,
St. Vith, Wiesbaden into the Marburg area. Return flight via Slegen,
Cologne, Welcheren Island.

. Coastal flights by a total of 9 Spitfires in the Helder - Hague
aree during the period from 0940 hours to 3§® 1350 hours.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958






THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

LGk

approach flight. BSince thus the Immik length and width of the stream
wepe reduced the raiding time over the target area was &lso shortened,
The time period of the bomb drops amounted o only from 15 to 20 minuted.
By this memns and also through chenging the Tlying altitukdes of the

it wes presumed that
bombers while over the targets during the raids/efforts were made to
minimize the effectiveness of the Germen Objectlve night fighter tactic.
The following diversionary and screening meneuvers were employed, some
with success.

Secondary Mosquito attecks, which occaslionally developed out of

the mein bomber stream.

. Secondery attacks by weak four-motored units, which dropped out
of the main bomber stream.

. Setting of dummy flares (reid merking devices) over targets not
attacked.

Repeated changes in course of the bomber stream on the approech
route.
Approach of the bomber stream, at times by way of roundeabout
detours.

. To feign the start of & major reid some bombs were dropped on

| dummy taergets. Return flights of some elements from the area
of the dummy targets. Fersisfence of mejor elements in the
generel area of the dummy terget and ultimately their sudden
continued flight to the sctusl attack targets.
British long-range night fighters escorted the bomber stream to

the attack terget. They interferred considerably with the take-offs

end lendings of German night fighters, especlally when operating from

\ illumineted airfields. Furthermore they often prevented Germen in-
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strument target epyroaches, after the German nightfighters had picked

up their bomber tergets on their instruments,

c.) British Fedie/Reter Interforence

The lerge-scale dropping of tinfoll strips by the British bombers Emxx
during the approach and return flights almost completely neutralized the
functioning of the German ground eand on board reder insturments (Li BC).
The Germen UHF ground to air radio communicetion trafftec was successfully
interferred with for the first time during the night from & to 9 October,
The enemy jammed the German night fighter frequencies and among other
things lssued orders in the Germen language. These, however, could be

.recognized due to poor pronounclation end foreign sccents,

.' d.] Uwn Commitmentx

The assembly of British bombers for me jor missions over the British
Isles could almost always be discovered &t an eerly moment. Through
Exikkx British redar interferrence the penetrations in the air ZXTwksaimm
situation were frequently unclear., Only &x by mesns of timely commitment
of observation planes could the I. Fighter Corps get a true picture in
due time ag to approech route and attack target.

. The commitment of the night fighter units of the I. Fighter Corps
during October 1943 suffered primarily from unfavorable weather con-
ditions, The enemy repeatedly took edventage of reversed weather condi-
tions in Great Britein for his night sttacks. During such nights the
Reich territory was mostly closed in by fog and conssquently take-off

. and lsnding requirments wx=m were limited.
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(Himmelbett method) was utilized therefore by necessity due to weather

The commitment of night fighters in the restricted night pursuit

conditions, since the night fighter craft could only operate & limited
distance away from their bases. The successes achieved while utilizing the
Himmelbett method were very minor. The reason therefore are:

Enemy interferrence with ground and on board radar equipment and with

redio communications traffic.

Interferrence by enemy long-range night fighters

Young and inexperienced German crews who were unable to operate

while on thelir radio controlled missions while the enemy inter-

They were not very adept in
Tferred with their equipment. /Radio keying traffic.

.chber Btream was dissolved generally occurred in an open and extended

Since the enemy return flights after the bomb drops and after the

formation, there were always good possibilities of success for the re-

stricted night fighter tactics of the Himmelbett method,

Since the on board radar set SN 2, which to that time had not been
successfully interferred with, was only avelleble in limited numbers for
night fighter units, the successful utilization of the night fighter

.:u.rsuit tectic (Zahme Seu - Teame Sow) on & large scele was not possible.

The mass of the German night fighters were committed in objective
fighter tactics., Here the British screening and deceptive meneuvers and
the interferrence caused ln redio traffic hed & dissdventageous effect.
Search light aetivity suffered due to weather conditions and limited
tarzet spotging over the attack target areas, Freguently British bombers

.opened Tire on the attacking German night fighters first from their rear

gunnery positions. Presumably the bombers were eguipped with on board

I warning equipment.
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As & whole the night fighter units of the I. Fighter Corps in
October 1943 were- not eble to successfully combat the British night
gttacks on German territory; The radar war, insufficient equipment
of on board redar devices that could not be inberferred with, and
weather conditions all contributed to x:]:tkathe night fighter commitment
in the German Air Defense critical.

e.) Sueeesses ent Tesses In the menth eT Ostober ITH3.

Averege
/Bumber of the planes ready Tor commitment witfiin the zone

of the I. Fishter Corps: 260 twin-engined fighters
Total commitment in the zone oI’ I. Tighter Corps:
‘ 1,667 twin and single engined
. flghters

of which 100 night fighters for defense against Mosguito attacks.

Tosses in tlie zome of I. Fighiter Corps: 61 planes or 4 % of

the committed planes

Of these shot down by enemy long-range

nlght fighters: g planes
. Shot down by German AA Artillery 4 planes
Crashed due to ice 2 planes

Successes in tHe zome of,l. Fighter Torps:

(Not including AA Artillery) 132 British Bombers
shot down
From the total estimated British bomber commitment in October 1943
. of approximately 3,800 planes, the Bomber Command suffered about 3.5 %

losses against twin-engined fighters over Reich territery.
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paeratively high. This fact can be gleaned from the fridwminm following

Germen losses in experienced Wing and Squedron commanders wes com-

message from 17 October 1943:
"Trom the Commending Genersl of Nighit Fighiers To the C-1n-G

of the Tuftweife, Eir Forcve Fersonnel UrTics.

Heavy losses in Winz and Squadron Commenders during night fighter
operations in the course of most recent comnitments meke specisl
measures necessary, Night fighter units will be unable to rerplece
these losses with qualified commanders from within if further losses
occur.,

It is recuested thet about 10 night-combet experienced bomber wing

. fighter units immediately, in an effort to meintein the night fighter

or squedron commenders be transferred from bomber units to night

force for total commitment before it is too late."
f.) ZFarticulars
The bomber streem tectics and the British radio/rader interference
operations created such difficultles that the Commending General of the
I Fignter Corps made urgent requests to the Chief of the Alir Force Signal
Communicetion Branch (General Martini) end to the Commending Gesmral of
.ﬁ.ght Fighters (General Kemmhuber). They concerned the following:
Raedar Ecuipment (Ground and on Imxm board)
Redar personnel
Redio Intercept Service
Altering of Fighter Commend Fosts
Appropriate conference notes are to be found in the KTB of the I.
ighter Corps of 20, 27, and 28 Cctober 1943. They have bsen included

in Study 9 - 11, Germen Air Defense, Volume "Generaly

—
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2,) Events by Hi?ht during the peried frem 1 te 24 Octeber 1943

Net including British Super Raids)

(See Sketch German Air Defense

appendix 23)

During these nights, which due te unfaverable weather conditienms,
appeared te be unsuitable for large scale raids te the British Beamber
Command, weak Mesquite units conducted nuisance attacks. Feur such
att;cks were aimed on targets in the Ruhr area. One nuisance raid was
directed against Berlin., The number of planes cemmitied te such epera=-
tions ranged between 10 and 30 aireraft, Other than a disquieting effect
on the civil pepulation these nuisance raids were ef little value.

The bombs frequently fell on open terrain or on dummy installations.

0f the British ceurrier service to Sweden and return a total eof
18 planes could be spotted. The grand total of the British Ceurier

planes was presumably greater.

During the night from 11 te 12 Octeber 1943 it was presumed
that three British planes were either dropping agents er resupplying

agents in the Juetland area.

During the night frem 13 te 14 October 1943, betweean 1950 hours and
2005 hours, about 10 nuisance raiders dropped several HE bombs in the

Cologne =-- Neuss area causing miner building damage.

During the night from 15 to 16 October 1943, three British planes,
flying at lew level, circled over western Foland. Here too it was pre-

sumed that their mission was the drepping or resupplying eof agents,
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(] During the night from 14 te 15 October pemetration flights and re-
tufn flights were spotted over Juetland and the Baltic Sea., It is alse

possible thet these craft came frem the east (Russian planes?).

The waters off the Western Frisien Islands were mined by about
30 British planes.

Only a few, single enemy craft appeared before the Duteh coast,
over Juetland, and from the Italian bases over the Klagenfurt -- Linz --

Tabpr area.

Total Enemy Comamitment: 70 planes snd abeutl 100 Hesguitees

Comnitment of the I Fighter Corps

. Using the EimselIbett method cecmmitted were:

. I, Fighter Divisten against the Agent Suppky craft in Poland -- 12 twin-
engined fighters

2. Fighter Divister againat the Agent Supply craft in Juetland and ggoajingt

the courier craft to Sweden -- 18 twin-engined fighters
F. Fighter DIvision against Mosquitoe nuisance attacks against the

Ruhr area -- 4 twin-engined fighters

TOTAL COMMITHENT: 34 planes
In addition from the 30. Fighter Division (Fighter Wing 300) in objective

pursuit ever Berlin ---- 3 single engine fighters

Enemy Tesses were not determined

Own Tesses : 1 Me 109
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The deployment of the day fighter forces in the gsector of the I Fightex

Corpe was changed by the following transfers in November 1343:

The airfields located near the coast in Holland were evacuited by the
ﬁ@ﬁrmmw.%eﬂmumnﬁywrgmmwwamwﬂﬂmmdMEMhm
Holland and in the Rhine area. This transfer was to make it possible for the
fighter division stztioned in the outpost area to assemble in the air up to

previously

combet altitude without being ‘engaged in cambat with enemy fighters xafoae.

Two groups of
‘the 26th Twin-Engine Fighter Wing were transferred into the area of

Eannover, cuteide the range of the American fighter aireraft. The lst Group/
26th Twin-Bngine Fighter Wing was transferred to the airfield of Grove in
Denmark and was to be ready for commitment bomber units unprotected by escort

fighters in the area of Jutland and the Western Baltic,

¢.) Successes and Losses in November 1943

T ——

The average total strength of day fighter aircraft in operational

condition in November 1943 was like that of the preceding month.

Total number of day fighter aircraft employed im the sector of the I Fighter

Corps in November 1943: 1877 aircraft.

Total losses of aircraft in the sector of the I Fighter Corps in November

1943: 124 aircraft which is 6,6 § of the total effort.

Enemy losses over the Reich's territory in the sector of the I Fighter Corps

in November 1943: 155 aircraft not including those aircraft shot

down by antiaircraft artillery.
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¢.) 15 Type Mosquito aircraft lew reconnzissance missions over the o

following areas: Western Baltie, Jutland, North- and North-Western Germany,

Holland, Belgium, and the Saar area.
d.) About 56 aircraft approached the coast in Nolland and Belgium:

e.) A fighter or mine-laying operation was carried out in the sea

area of the Frisian islands.
£.) A courier mission was flown to Sweden.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The corps was not operationally employed.

Enemy Losses: Enemy losses were not observed.

——— et e —

Losses of Friendly Forces: None.

5.) American Attack on the Ruhr Area on 5 November 1943

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 371)

Enemy Effort

— e e o ——

The German radio intelligence reported the asmsembly of 450 to
550 American bomber aircraft over the Island of Britain at 10:18 hours and
the begin of the approach flight of the bombers al 12:05 hours. Aceording to
the reports the approaching bosbers used the following flight route:
approached
The first wave),from 12:21 hours on,from the area north of Harwich cros-
sing the coast near Bergen op Zoom,

the second wave approached, from 12:38 hours on, from the area of Har-

wich crossing the coast near Katwijk,
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To provide cover for the returning bomber aireraft, American fighter units
penetrated, at 14:10 hours, across Schelde Lstuary and met the bombers in

the area of Emmerich, The last aircraft left the coast at 15:00 hours,

Loreover, 6 lype Kosquito aircraft intruded, flying at a low al-
titude, at 16:38 hours via the island of Awelend into the area of lNorthern
Holland 20mt where they circled in the air space, l5~'=gj‘.rmin;3 at 17°00 hours,

they left by way of Leeuwarden.

Commitment of the 1 Pighter Corps

Owing to bad weather conditions only small elements of the 2nd

. and 3rd Fighter Divisions were operationally employed.
. Total Effort: 190 aireraft.

Lnemy Losses: 9 aircraft shot down.

e e ———

Losses of Friendly Forces: 10 aireraft.

Losses of persomnel: 8 missing,
2 wounded.

The losses were due to icing,

Weather Conditions: In Holland: $/10 to 10/10 ecirrus clouds of limited densii

tj between 5000 and 7000 meters., Underneath, in the area

of the coast and east of the Zuider Sea 3/10 to 6/10 cu-

milus elouds, lower ceiling 500 meters, upper ceiling of

the formation of cumulus clouds up to 3000 meters, flying
. visibility 20 kilometers.

In the Reich's territory: Variable formation of cumulus

clouds, 3/10 to 6/10 with icing above 1800 meters.
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The release of bombs without visuzl observation of the ground in the area
of ik Yad Zwischenahn, Quakenbrueck, and hegepe did not seem to have veen
intended by the American Air Command, but it appeared that the release of
these bombs :;':l due to the failure of the Meddo-instruments in locating
the targets in the flat terrain. This bomb attack was probably to be direc—
ted against hilhelmhaven again., Flying in = loose formation and in a broad
front,the bombers headed in south-western direction, later western direc. -
tion, for Upeat Britain, They were met by 5 fighter units with a total
strength of about 350 Thunderbolt and Lightming aireraft. These fipghter
aireraft approached at 11700 hours from the area south of Norwich and met

. the bombers over the garge area of (ldenburg, Ziwolle, and Arnheim, Amster-

dam, The last bombers crossed the Dutch coast in western direction at zbout

. 13:00 hours.

Other Enemy Activities

At 08:00 howrs, a Liberator-bomber intruded at an altitude of 6700
meters across the Westerschelde into the area. of Woensdrecht and Gilze Ri-
jen., The aireraft cirecled over this area from09:20 to 09:58 hours and made
and emergency landing near Dordrecht at 10:07 hours.

During the period from 08:58 to 9:00 hours,4 Type Mustang aircraft

along the
mrrmioank flev mpoxewaioodwxieom at 2 low altitude amrxesxikm cozst from

Hoek van Holland to Den Enag.

At 10:10 hours, 4 Allied fighter aircraft approached, {lying at =

low altitude, the coast near Bergen op Zooms

From 11:18 to 11:28 hours, 2 single-engine aircraft flew along the

coast from the island of Walcheren to Katwijk,
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8
. From 15:57 to 16:18 hours,16 Type Typhoon aireraft circled at a low altitud)

over Schelde Estuary.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

Total Effort: 314 single-engine and twin-engine fighters

In gite of bad weather conditions the units could score some success., The

friendly losses were chiefly due to icing.

Enemy Losses: 8 aircraft definitely shot down,
29 aircraft probably shot down,

1 Iiberator -bomber made an emergency landing.

Losses of Friendly Forces: 19 aircraft,
. losses of personnel: 2 killed,
7 wounded,
12 missing.

over British territory
Weather Conditions: On account of the weather conditionsVthe American bomber

units assembled mm further to the North than usual,
Over the North Sea thick shower clouds, upper ceiling
. of the cumulus formation gbove 7000 meters, high-alti-
tude visibility =wex more than 100 kilometers; over the
target areas 6/10 to 9/10 shower clouds which sametimes
permitted orientation by visual observation of the xx
grourd, The employment of friendly forees was very dif-
ficult because of thick cumulus formation of rain clouds,
. : On account of frequent showers the aircraft couwld mmim

climb throughthe clouds only in a few areas,
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Flying through the clouds the aircraft were xmioex

exposed to icing at altitudes zbove 2000 meters.,
The upper ceiling of the cumwlus formatiom was
between 5500 and 7500 meters,

0.) American Attack on Bremen on 26 November 1943

(See sketch: home air defense, supplemert /11)

Eremy Effort

—_——

At 09:35 hours, American bomber units assembled over the area
of London and Norwich. At 10:30 hours, the first attacking unit pegan its
approach flight from the area north-east of Norwich in eastern direction
into the Reich's xEmx territory. A second unit followed at 10:47 hours.

Both bomber units flew along the Frisian coast and changed to south-eastern
courses 60 rsspactivel_y 90 kilometers north of Norderney, The first unit
reached Bremen by the direct route while the second unit flew by way of Sk
the xfx area of Stade. The bombs hit the sections of the port and the rail-
road station in Bremen and the airfield of Delmenhorst, The force of about
300 bomber sircraft left in western direction., The units were protected by
escort fighters. In addition, they were met over the area of Oldenburg by

enemy fighter aircraft which had approzched via the Zuider Sea,

Other Enemy Activities

2 Type Mosquito aireraft flew reconnsissance missions over the
area of Saarbruecken. They had intruded near Elankenberghe at 12:48 hours.
From 14:15 to 14159 hours, & single Allied aircraft circled over

the airfield of Grove in Denmark.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps
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Total Effort: 294 single-engine and twin-engine fighter aireraft,

Heavy losses due to extraordinarity bad weather, in particular te
the
ieing, were sustained by'?friandly forces,

Eneny Losses: & 8 aircraft definitely shot down,

xE
27 aireraft probably shot down.

Losees of Friendly Forces: 22 aircraft.

Losses of personnel: 13 killed,
5 wounded ,

2, missing,

Weather Conditions: The approaching aireraft flew along a route leading

through 2 zone of 5/10 to 9/10 shower clouds dckmbcomos
in rear of a bad weather zone. Lower ceiling of the cl?nsi‘
around 500 meters, upper ceiling from 5000 to 6000 me-
ters. In the coastal area scattered snow and sleet show-
ers in thunderstorms., Cloudless above 6000 meters. Fly-
ing through clouds the aircraft were exposed to icing

above 1000 meters., In the area of Eremen at the time of
the attack: /10 to 10/10 cumlus clouds reaching up in-
to high altitudes with snow and sleet showery's extending
over large areas, Upper cloud ceiling 6000 meters. The

employment of friendly forces was himdered by showers

extending over larze districts in the =rea north of the
general line: Amsterdam - Bheine - Hannover - Rechlin,

Single-engine and twin-engine fighter aircraft climbing

through the clouds were exposed to strong icing,
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Wieather Conditlons: Over Great “ritain and over the sea 3/10 to § /10 cumu-~

lus clouds and scattered in rear of & bad weather zone,
became more frequent

The showersygngAclouds increased over the comtinent,

The clouds amozgzed, in general, to 10/10 and there were

scattered breaks in the cloud formation. The lower cei-

ling of the clouds in the extensive showers was at 200

to 400 meters. Uper ceiling of the elouds from 5000 to

6000 meters; above the clouds flying visibility fxom of

50 to 100 kilometers,

Meather conditions in the take—off and apprcuch area of friendly fighters:

extensive
In gerersl. 10/10 cumulus clouds with xwxdfmomt showers in rear of & bad wea—

ther zone, scattered breaks in the cloud formation, lower ceilings 200 to 400
meters, upper ceblings in showers 5000 to 6000 meters, in showers visibility
of 2 to 5 kilometers, Above the clouds good [lying vieibiligy. In the clouds
icing above 1000 meters.

Weather conditions andx possibilities for defensive action over the target:

Defensive action was coneiderably hindered by bad weather, in particular by
icing to which aireraft flying through clouds were exposed ard by shower
clouds reaching up to very high altitudes, On account of the vari#ble weather
situation,qc accurate information on alternate fliglt routes could be given
when th;E:;;ixxtt took off, Generally speaking, there ::;;.a thick formation
of cumilis cloads eacisg bp into high altitudes so that the Juox imerican

bomber units could have been able to orient themselves by vidual observation

of the ground only for a very short period of time,
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attempted, Tiomk for the first time, to split up the German night fighter
defenses by c'onducting an offensive operation in two bomber atmamé against
different targets.. The extensive British radio interference was maintained.
An additional jamming of the Cerman reporting and comtrolling radiotelephone

activities was started.

c.) Commitment of the German Night Fighter Forces

The large-scale attacks conducted by the Bomber Command at night
when large ‘areaa were coated by ground fog confronted the Yerman Night Fighti
er Command with insoluble problems, Night attacke under such weather condi-

. tions oftem meant a neutralization of the German night fighter defenses,
comparatively
Although it had been possible for a'great number of well trazined might figh-
. ter crews to take off under conditions of inadequate ground visibility, lan-
dings wmdmx in ground fog were technically impossible. Sometimes , Lhe Head-
quarters of thel Fighter Corps succeeded in insuring the commitment of ele-
ments of its forces during foggy mights by precautionary transfers of might
in areas in
fighter units in daytime to airfields 2% which favorable weather conditions
could be anticipated. However, the limitzc?&;iration of flight, especially
. in the case of the )e-110 night fighter units, reduced the operational pos-
sibilities of the night fighters considerably, They had to discontinue their
night operations precociousl;?’i'each &zirfiﬁg:aigar the coast and not covered
by fog for a safe landing, Generally speaking, the night fighter operations
in November 1916“&: not affected by low training standards of the flight
crews, by the unsuitability of the aircraft types, enemy radic interference,
. and the inadequacy of radio equipment, but were dominated by the unsolved

problem of landing under bad weather conditions, Thiks increased the crisis

of October 1943 in the fighter defenses zgainst British night bomber attacks
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Eneny Effort

The British Moscuito-bombers continued their nuisance raids.
It was only during the nights of 14 to 15 and 21 to 22 November that no ene-
my aircraft intruded. The main effort of the British nuisance razids was di-
rected against the industrizl areaz of the Bhineland and VWestphalia. Among
other objectives, bombs were dropped on the following cities: Eochum, Rheine
and Zwolle in Holland. Two nuisance attacks were conducted against Berlin,
In addition to 12 aireraft which approached the coast flying singly, a xkomx
strong air unit circled off the Dutch coas?;ac aireraftiof the courier ser-

vice to Sweden were observed crossing the Skagerrak.

. Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

. The corps was not operationally employed.

Enenmy Losses: Enemy losses were not observed.

4.) British Attaek-on Duesseldorf and Koeln on 3/4 November 1943

Exmagratr Sk (see sketch: home air defense, supplement 46!)
Enemy Effort

. - ———

At 18:15 hourg,the first elements of a4 bomber stream several
hundred aircraft strong Zflying in south-eastern direction resched Schelde
Estuary. Over the area of Hotterdam a smell part of the bonber stream bran-
ched off in eastern direction and then headed in southern direction for the
Soxik Huhr area, The mein part of the bomber stresm proceeded in a slowly
. widening formetion into the arez of Duesseldorf up to about 50 Eilometers

south of Koeln. The bombs were dispersed on Duesseldorf and Koeln. The bom-

bers
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left flying in a broad front between Amsterdam and Erussels. The flight
course of the enemy forces could be ammadox accurately recognized by Type
Rotterdam directivity bearings.,

4 3 Ty - e oy -
Dther SSngr ACCIVIWIes

From 21:25 to 21:47 hours, a British long-range night fighter air-

craft circled over Tilburg and Breda,

From 19°00 to 19:30 hours, a number of British aireraft operated
over the sea area of the islands of Vlieland and Terschelling. They presu-
mebly carried cut a mine-laying operation.

During the period from 19:09 to 00:07 hours, two aircraft of the

to Sweden
courier serviceMcrossed the Skagerrak.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following aircraft were employed:

To provide fighter protection:

lst Fighter Division: L Type Ju 88 aircraft
2nd Fighter Division: 18 Type Ju &8 alrcraft
3rd Fighter Division: 2 Type Ju 88 aircraft and 9 Type Me 110

aireraft
To conduct pursuit operations:

3rd Fighter Division: 24 Type le 110 and 1 Type He 219 aireraft

In "Hirmelbett"-taectics * over Northern Jutland
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By the 3rd Fighter Division at radio beacon Ida: The lst Group/lst Night

Fighter Wing and the 2nd Group/2nd Night Fighter
Wing from the airfield of Venlo and

the 2nd Group/lNight Fighter ling from the air-
field of Twente.

of the 1lst and 3rd Fighter Divisions
The night fighter aircraftVassembled at the radic beacons 10 and

lda were d.rected to radio beacon Otto.During the period from 19:22 to
19:55 hours, all units arrived over radio beacon Otto.From 19:45 hours on,
the observation aireraft of the 2rd Fighter Division operated outside the
areas of Frankfurt on the Main, Karlsruhe, and lMannheim which were protec-
. ted by antiaireraft artillery and recognized the beginning of the attack on
Frankfurt and Fannheim. This made it possible for the night fighter command
to direct the night fighter aireraft to the objectives under attack in time,
A large number of aircraft came in contact with the enemy but no enemy air-

craft could be shot down owing to bad visibility.

Enemy Losses: Enemy losses were not observed.

Losses of Friendly Forces: 6 Type Ke 110 aircraft. Three of them were lost

. by mutual ramming during the landing maneuver at

the aitfield of Bibflis.

Weather Conditions: Varisble formation of stratus clouds, lower ceiling 200

meters, upper ceiling up to 3500 meters. Thick haze rrq

the groung xx up to 1200 meters, above this altitude J

thin heze. Flying through clouds the aircraft were ex-
‘ posed to ieing from an altitude of £00 meters on, no

moonlight.

In Jutland: High-altitude fog at 150 meters.

————— - —

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958






THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

- 42 -

Heligoland Bight could be used.

9.) British Attack on the Ruhr Area on 19/20 November 1943

(See sketch: home air defense, Supplepemt 51!)

Enemy Effort

The radio recopmaissance recognized the assembly of British bom-
ber units in the area mf north-east of London at an early stage., At 17:45
hours, & bomber stream left the assembly area and, flying in several waves
in a close order of succession, proceeded via Schelde Estuary into the indusd
trial area of Western Cermany; its southern flank was covered by a small los-
quito-unit., The bombers left, flying in an extremely loose formation, in

north-western direction by way of the Zuider Sea,

Other activities of the RAF:

During the period from 18:25 to 20:17 hours, a number of aircraft
circled off Bergen op Zoom and over the sea area of the ‘.'.est'.f'?ilaian islands
up to north of Norderney. The low flying altitudes of the Bnrs;;s:ircrart gave
rise to the assumption that the latter were conducting a mine-laying opera-

tion.

<
Commitment of the lst Fighter Corps

The following aircraft were employed by the 3rd Fighter Division:

in pursuit operations® 3 Type Me 110 aircraft, and
in "Himmelbett'-tactics over Holland

and North-'estern Germany: 22 Type Me 110 and 7 Type Ju 88 aircraft

Total effort: 32 twin-engine fighter aireraft
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high-altitude-fog-type clouds, lower ceiling 150 to 40O meters, upper cei-
ling 1000 to 2300 reters. ¥ixkiripocagndompodnodoomdy Visibility reduced

by haze.

12.) British Attack on Frankfurt on the lain and Offenbach on 25/26 Novem—

ber 1943

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 54!)

Enemy Effort

e e

In the evening of 25 November, the radio intelligence recogmi-
zed British preparations for a bonber attack to be conducted in the second
. balf of the night. The time of the first report on the assembly of bomber
aireraft over kix Thames Estuary was 00:45 hours. “eginning at 00:10 hours,
a bomber stream consisting of several hundred aireraft started its approach
flight in south-ezstern direction. The aircraflt crossed the Channel coast
between Schelde and Somme Estuaries and proceeded across the southerm part
of Belgium into the arez of Mannheim and Frankfurt on the kain. It was dif-
ficfult to form a clear picture of the air situation owing to a considerab-
le concealment of the enemy flight course by Mosquito-aircraft and to tail
. winds, After dropping their bomb loads on Frankfurt on the liain and Offen-
bach,the bomber aircraft left the area of Frankfurt,from 02:00 hours on,
in north-western direction; the returning bombers were exposed to headwind

and the last aireraft crossed the Channel coast at 05:30 hours.

In addition, the following operations were conducted by the RAF:

. A mine-laying operation with 6 aircraft over Schelde Estuary

from 18:02 to 18:30 hours.
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Erfurt-Cotha caused the Headguarters of the I Fighter Corps to presume that
the bomber sbream proceeded into the industrial area of Saxonia. The pic-
ture of the air situation was not clear until the reports of the bearings
taken by the night fighter 'stations of the I Fighter Corps in the area
soubth-west of Berlin were available, In this area the ground direction fin-
ding stations took a bearing on the first elemephts of the bomber stream
proceeding in the area north-west of Leipzig in direction of Berlin.

While the bombers proceeded from Frankfurt to the area of lelpzig,the night
fighter command received only & single sound location report from the air
observation command at Gotha. After releasing their bomb loads on Berlin,
the attackdng sirgraft left flying in an extremely broad front in north and

north-western direction.

The Results of the Attack on Eerlin:

lime of attack: 21°10 to 21355 hours.

Heavy damages in the sector of Spandau,

Other Activities of the RAF:

During the period from 18:3L4 to 19:35 hours, about 50 British
aircraft circled over the area of the West and Bast Frisian islands; they

flew at an altitude of 500 meters and presumably dropped mines.

At 19:38 hours, three British aireraft crossed Schelde Estuary
and proceeded and south-eastern direction into the area of Aachen and Koeln

to join the aircraft returning from the area of Frankfurt.

Beginning at 20:24 hours, 10 Type licsquito bombers penetrated

saeross the Zuider Sea in eastern directiop into the area of Greal Berlin
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and , returning to their bases, they joined the four-engine bomber airersft

which had conducted the large-scale attack,

During the period from 19:00 to 22:14 hours, 5 British aircrast

appeared over the coastal srea of Den Helder,

Evaluation of the BEritish Effort:

In conducting the large-scals attack on Berlin the British air
comrand had attempled, by detouring the bomber stream via Northern France,
by earrying out the secondary gttack on Frankfurt as well as the Hosquito ~
operaticns over South-Western Germanmy and the area of Aachen for concealment

. purposes,and the simultanous Mosquito-attack on Berlin,and a mine=laying
. operation in the Heligoland Bight, to confuse the picture of the air =itust=
ion over the Reichls territory and to disperse the German might fighter de-

fenses, This attempt failed since the Rotterdam directivity bearings made it

possible to keep track of the four-engine aircraft groups; the Headquarters

of the I Fighter Corps was, consecuently, in a position to concentrate all

night fighter forces against ‘the four-engine bombers and mine-layer aircraft,

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following sircraft were employed:

To provide fighter protectien over Berlin:

Ey the 1lst Fighter Division: 5, Type Ke 110 and 1 Type Ju 88 aircraft

In night fighter pursuit operations:

By the 2nd Fighter Divieion, 3 Type Ne 110 aircraft
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that the night fighter aircraft of the lst Fighter Division be committed to
provide fighter protection over Frankfurt, the latter kept the might figh-

ters back for the protection of Berlin.

The night fighters of the lst Fighter Division were not assem-
bled over the radic beacons Ponto and Berte and commdtted to provide fighter
protection over Berlin until the British bomber stream proceeded from Frank-

furt in north-eastern direction.

To operate the leaving bombers, night fighter aireraft of the
<nd and 3rd Fighter Divisione occupied "Himmelbett"-boxes over the Heligo-

land Bight, in North-Western Germany, and in Holland,

Enemy Losses: 28 bomber airerafi shot down.

9 i

Losses of Friendly Forces: 1 Type Me 110 and 1 Type Ju 86 aircraft

——

Weather Conditions: The weather situation was exiremely variable., Shower
clouds xiiodmimg reaching up to 6000 meters akmmnrks
with iecing from 800 on zlternated with cloud breaks.

. Special Information:

the
Oberst (retired) Guenther Radusch MTormer Commanding

Officer of the 5th Night Fighter liing of the lst Fighter Division gave, fram

memory, the following report on the events on 26/27 November 19L3:

at the
"According to what I observed émamamg command post of the lst
. Fighter Divieion in Doeberitz the British feint maneuver can be regarded as

o success. The picture of the air situstion which could be formed by the lst
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. divergion
Fighter Divieion after the fmdxk attack on Frankfurt wae finished was com
- had
pletely unclear. The xiomsadfk intruding aireraft were, after it'became
known that the attack on Framkfurt on the Main was finished, considered
degree
as returning from the area of Frankfurt. For this reason, the xkxkm of
hitherto ;
alert of the 5th Night Fighter Wing which had beenYin readiness for action
was reduced. After I had convinced myself that there were no reports on
eneny zir lorces proceeding to Central Gerpany meddokis, I left the comes

mand pogt,

I do not know how many might fighters proceeded from Frankfurt
on the Main to Berlin, It could not have been many, in my opinion, since
. 17 enemy aircraft shot down over Berlin zlone were credited to the 5th
. Night Fighter VWing which was committed too late.
The Sth Night Fighter Wing did by no means assemble over radio
The proceeding of
beacons Ponto and Berta., BhatYthe eneny aircraft prumwssimk to Berlin beca-
me known to the lst Fighter Division so late that the crews of the 5th Nigh
Fighter Wing recognized the target area of Berlin already shortly after
their take-off and thus had no time to fly a detouwr via a radio beacon for
assembly purposes. In spite of their fast climbing directly to the target ,
. the aireraft reached the combat altitude too late, so that the first enemy
aircraft was not shol down wntil about 10 minutes after the beginning of th
attack though,under the best flare conditions from the very beginning,mesie
Xy several targets wﬁgg&g’multanuously cayght by searchlights for several
minutes without any appearance of friendly night fighters. 1 cbsersed all
theze mxmkxx events from the ground from the very beginning and saw the

shooting down of the 17 enemy aircraft with my own eyes. 1 concluded frem

whet I had observed that practically no might fighter had proceeded from
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Franfurt to Berlin".

Attitude of the Former Commanding General of the I Fighter Corps:

The report on the events on 26/27 November 1943 is taken from

the war diary of the I Fighter Corps.

The intended British feint maneuver cannot be regarded as a
FIEDEE success, since the Headcuarters of the I Fighter Corps did not com-
mit the units of the lst Fighter Division to provide fighter protection oo
over Frankfurt but kept them back for the protection of Berlin. The 5th

Night Tighter Wing could not be directed to the Britlsh bomber stream,

] by Novexber 1943,
eincefthe aireraft of this wing had not yet been equipped with the Type SN
. 2 airborne search apparatus edzoodaoodiud.

The picture of the air situation formed by the lst Fighter
Division was juetified inasmuch as the impression was established that the
British main ef fort was directed against Frankfurt on the Main, Therefore,
the 1st Figh‘ber‘ Divisgion was right in reducing the degree of alert of the
5th Night Fighter Wing,i.e. changed the readiness from the so-called "Sitz-
. bereitschaft",which means crews in the aircraft, to the "10-3Hnuten Dereit-~
schaft", which means the crews had to stay close Lo the aircealft, Vhen the
Commanding Officer of the 5th Night Fighter Wing left the command post to
drive to Berlin, it was surely unkpown to the Headcuarters of the I Fighter
Corps as well as to the staff of the lst Fighter Division that the Britich
bomber stream procaadedkron the area of Frankfurt on the Main in direction
. of Berlin, The lst Fighter Division and the 5th Night Fighter Wing were not

alerted by telephone by the Headquarters of the I Fighter Corps until the

sound location report from Gotha had arrived.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EOQ12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

- 59 -

1943 shows the decisive importamce of a centralized command in air defen-

se operations to protect a large area,

Detailed Information:

On 27 Kovember 1943 at 17:15 hours, & conference at which
the Commanding General presided took place in the headquarters of the I
Fighter Corps. The me subject under discussion was the conduct of a long-
distance night fighter ope?ayicn to interfere with the lsnding maneuvers
over fxmk Great Britain E;%Eizger alreraft returming from a night opera-

\
tion. The operation was tope carried out under the code name "Stermflug"

(Star flight). See Chapter VI, 1.)e.

Chapter VII

b e S e e e e e e e e e R Gy gy

Daytime Events in

December 1943

. 1,) Survey
& | B

a,) American Offensive Activities

In December 1943, the American bomber force in Great Bri-
tain took, for its offensive operations against the Reich's territory,
only
mmiy advantage ofMhose days which offered fxwmrxkzm weather conditions

. favorable for take-off and landing of the bomber units at the British air

base, For this reascn, the total number of the American aircraft committed
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. the

On the same day, % closer concentration of the day fighter units within
the divisi.or\zal sectors, the technique of assembling the fighter winge in
the air, and the wethod of attacking from the front were discussed with
the commanding generals of the fighter divisions. The closer concentra-

tion of the units was to be materlalized in January 194L.

. ) Successes and Losses in Decerher 1943

The average total strength of day fighters in operatiomnsl con-

dition in the sector of the I Fighter Corps in December 1943 ambunted to:
300 fighter aircraft (single-engine),
80 twin-engine fighter aircraft, and

. 100 nmight fighter aircraft sulted for daytime employment.

. Total number of day fighter aircraft employed in the sector of the I Figh-

ter Corps in December 1943: 1209 aircraft

Total losses of aircraft in the sector of the I Fighter Corps in December

1543: 41 aireraft which is 3,4 per cent of the total effort

' Eneny losees over the Reich's territory in the sector of the I Fighter

_

Corps in December 1943: 155 aircraft not including those siot down by an-

tigireraft artillery.

This
oo figuref represents about 4, per cegt of the estimated to-

tal effort against the Reich's territory which zmounted to about 3500 air-

. eraft,
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Enemy Effort

Beginning at 10:40 hours, American bomber forces covered by strong
fighter units penetrated across Schelde Estuary in scuth-eastern direction
intb the area of Koeln, Siegen, and Mainz and dispersed their bofub loads
over a large area, The main effort of the bombing was directed against the
arean:;r Grummersbach. At 11:40 hours, some elements of the escort fighter fory
ces returned in western direction via Aachen to their lmomxx take-off base.
The bombers left the target area flying in a widely dispersed formation in
western direction. The last unit crossed the Channel coast between Schelde
Estuary and Calais at 13:35 hours, An American fighter umit which approached
across Schelde Estuary at 11:20 hours met the triurning bombers over the area
of L‘Lﬁge and Aachen.

In addition, the following operatiocns were conducted by the American air

forces:

—_———

A reconnaissance mission flown by Type Hosguito aircraft over the 3
area of Duisburg and Dortmund, The Type Mosquito aireraft intruded at 08:25

bours via Antwerp and left by way of luenster and Arnheim at 09:30 hours.

During the period from 09:09 to 09:15 hours, two aireraft approz-
ched the coast zt Den Helder flying at altitudes from 50 to 200 meters.
During the period from 09:11 to 09:13 hours, two aireraft approa-

ched the coast at Hoek van Holland flying at altitudes from 50 to 200 meters.

A recomnaissance mission was flown up to the area north-west of
Berlin, The aircraftxi.ntrudad at 10: 30 houre viz Leiden, Oshabrueck, and Sten-

dal to Neuruppin and left by way of Hamburg and the island of Heligoland at

13:12 hours.
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. Over the Channel and the coastal area: Mostly cloudless. lLocal fermation

of high-altitude fog up to 300 meters
Very good flying visibility,

Over the Reich's territory: Extensive formatiom of high-altitude fog.

In Holland and Western Germany: Cloud breaks. Aireraft could take off at

some airfields.

5.) American Attack on Emden on 11 December 1943

(8ee sketch: home zir defense, supplement 59!)

Eneny Effort 8
. From 08:08 hours on, the German radio réconnaissance observed
. the cssembly of American bomber units over, the Island of Britain in the

area of Norwich. At about 10:35 hours, 250 to 300 bomber aireraft began
to fly their offensive mission across the North Sea in north-eastern direc—
tion, Over the area mbout 60 to 100 kilometers north of the island of Nor-
derney they changed to southern courses and bombed Emden attacking in three
waves, The left flying in a broad front across Northern Holland. From 12:40
hours on, a strong American fighta force penf:trated via Leeuwarden 'to mest
‘ the bombers over Emden. A second fighter for:;d\/szzz”dlt in uniting with
the last wave of the American bomber force so that the latter had to lea-

ve Emden without fighter cover.

In addition, the following four Mosquito_reconnai ssance missions were con-

ducted by the American air forces:

—

. lst flight course: At 09:47 hours via Utrecht, Rheine » Nienburg, and Salz-

wedel, From 11:05 hours on, it was no longer possible to

keep track of the further flight coursge,
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In addition, documents of the former Military Science Eranch of
the Luftwaffe show that, on 20 December 1943, American bomber wnits from

the air base in Italy attacked targets in Augsburg and Innsbruck.

Commitrent of the I Fighter Corps

Under good weather conditions the lst, 2nd, and 3rd Fighter Di-
visions succeeded in committing the majority of their day fighter [forces
in the area of Bremen and Oldenburg where fierce air combat developed.

Total Effort: 202 single-engine and twin-engine fighter aircraft

————— e e

Enenty Losses: 35 bomber and 3 fighter aircraft definitely shot down.

S bomber and 2 fighter aireraft probably shot down.

Logses of Friendly Forces: 10 aircrafti,.

losses of personnel: 3 killed,
2 houﬂdﬂi’
15 miseing.
Weather Conditions : Under the conditions of cold air with a good visibild —

a
ty and with thin formation of cusulus clouds the Ame —

rican units could operate unhindered and locate the
target. The time of approach was reduced by tail wind.
The weather conditions at 211 airfields north of the

Kain River were favorable for air operations. The ap —
str
proach flight of friendly units was hindered by Ywi
. : : in.
shifts. Idght cumulus clouds drifting¥from the North

Sea Im over the target area. Lower celling 600 meters]

upper ceiling up to 2500 meters. & haze layer and cir~

rus clouds between 6000 and 7000 meters.
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proceeded into the area of Frankfurt on the Main where the aircraft circled,
They proceeded initiazlly in eastern direction into the area south of Erfurt
and then in north-eastern direction into the area east of Leipzig, and finad
Xx¥ 1y in northern direction for the attack on Berlin at 04:40 hours. The

-estern
bomber aircraft returned in western direction by way of Nort Germany.

In addition, the following operations veref conducted by the RAF:

A misance roid conducted by Type Kosquito aireraft on Berlin,
15 to 20 Type Moscuito aireraft approached from 02:50 hours on across the
Zuider Sea and via Hannover and Braunschweig, On their way back the Mosqui-

to-aircraft joined the rsturning heavy bombers.

At 03:36 hours, a long-range night fighter aireraft penetra-
ted into the area of Eindhoven. The aircraft left mxme Schelde Estuary at -

05:41 hours,

fesults of the Atback on Berlin:

Time of attack: 03:40 to 04:40 hours.

Heavy demages in the eastern sectors of the c¢ity.

Commitment of the I Fighter Bfimxpx Corps:

The following aircraft were employed:

In "Himmelbett'"-tactics in Scuthern Holland, Eelgium, and in the secior
of the Znd Fighter Division,

in night fighter pursult operations from 8chelde Estuary on, and

to provide night fighter.cover over Berlin

a total force of 166 twin-engine fighter aireraft.
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